
Hobbies & Interests
We love gardening, cooking, 
watching movies, taking our 
German Shepherd for walks 
and being on any and all lakes. 
We also really like traveling.     

Occupation
Supplier Quality Engineer 
(Joe) & Account Executive 
in Marketing and Advertising 
(Jessica)

Education
BA in Finance and Masters 
in Accounting (Joe) & BA 
in Business Administration 
(Jessica)

Religion or Belief System
We believe in kindness and 
being good people

Pets
Jax (German Shepherd) & 
Booger (white lion house cat)

Children in Home
None

Joe

&

Jessica

Our Story
We have been married for 5 years but together for a total 
of 12 years. Shortly after we were married, we bought a 
beautiful home in Dexter, got our German Shepherd dog (Jax) 
and thought we’d try to start a family. We were blessed with our 
daughter Gretchen in September of 2017. We quickly learned that 
due to a genetic condition that we both carry, Gretchen wouldn’t be with 
us for long. We had 8 ½ wonderful months with her and as hard as it was, it was fi lled with so much 
love. We miss her more than words can possibly describe but she taught us so much about life. 
Gretchen showed us that we are meant to be parents and that we have an overabundance of love to 
give.

Since Gretchen’s passing, we discovered what a new normal looks like. It was just the two of us again. 
We decided to do exactly what we love to do. We built a large garden and grew all sorts of fruits and 
vegetables. We even have a pumpkin patch. Almost every weekend in the summer we go to the lake. 
Jax loves to swim in the water and play with his Frisbee. This is our new normal for now!

What Brought Us to Adoption  
We love children. To us, they bring such fulfi llment to our lives. Our goal is to be parents again and 
we know that there is a child that will need us as much as we need them. We are here because we 
know we can give a child a wonderful life. We are surrounded by friends and family that loved our 
daughter and love us. Any child that we get the honor of raising will be showered with love. Life can 
be a whirlwind of twists and turns but we believe that life is full of meaningful moments that lead you 
to where you need to be. So here we are!  

Our Hopes, Open Adoption & Relationship with Birth Family
We believe in lifelong friendships and relationships. Our hope and our goal is to 
have that with the birth family. We want you to feel part of our lives and a part of 
this journey if that is what you desire. We want a relationship that is full of honesty, 
respect and compassion.   Open adoption is our opportunity to give a child the best 
life possible.

These individuals have met all requirements of the State of Michigan and Catholic Social Services of 
Washtenaw County to become adoptive parents, may fi t your situation and are waiting to welcome a child 

into their home. If you would like more information about this family, please contact: 

 Melissa Madden | 734.971.9781, ext. 412 | mmadden@csswashtenaw.org
 Julie Payne | 734.971.9781, ext. 321 | jpayne@csswashtenaw.org


